Foothill College Academic Senate Minutes

April 25th, 2005 2:30-4:30 p.m.
The meeting was convened at 2:35 p.m.

Richard Morasci to support a drive to help Rick Agular retain employment with the district. Contact Willie Pritchard if you have concerns about Agular’s ETS position.

Minutes were approved after a quorum was reached

Changes to the consent calendar – adding faculty to the forums meetings were approved (when a quorum was reached) with additions for the faculty forums:

Mary Thomas

Robert Hartwell

Dolores Davison

Brian Evans

Irv Ploke

Jay Patyk

Robert Cormia

Jamie Doll

CTIS issues - Memo from Bernadine Fong

Paul reviewed the memo from Bernadine Fong (attached). When dissolving of a program, senators from both schools must be informed. CTIS faculty Robert Cormia, Jamie Doll, and Mike Murphy, addressed the Senate. CTIS must show an increase in enrollments by Fall quarter or face RIFs and or reorganization. CTIS faculty see this issue as a marketing problem, do a survey of students first, then plan marketing efforts. Robert Cormia will launch the survey in early May, with a goal of providing data to the division by late May. A high school survey was also suggested to understand what students entering college are thinking about CIS as a career. AP programming courses are enrolling fewer high school students. The problems with CIS enrollments are low all over the United States. SJSU has also observed a decrease in CIS enrollments of at least 50%.

CTIS has faculty members that are under loaded. Classes are small, productivity is high, but WSCH is low. CTIS faculty are entrepreneurial, but will need some marketing help. Paul Starer discussed the value to the institution of having a computer technology program, especially in Silicon Valley.  Informatics, bioinformatics, and future programs tied to information technology. Counseling should be aware of new computer programs.

Academic freedom resolution – Mary Thomas and April Flowers would like to look at two resolutions. Share the text of each resolution with constituents. One is broad, following the recently approved language from State Plenary spring session, and one is narrow, speaking only to issues at Foothill College. The issue was tabled to allow Mary and April more time to consider their approach to each of the two resolutions.

Latino issues in California Community Colleges – Leticia Delgado and Leticia Serna

California will be 50% Latino in 25 years. Today 70% of Latinos start their colleges at Community Colleges.  Latinos are 12% of all students at Foothill College. Immigration is a driver in population growth, but native-born growth in population is significant as well.

A brochure was distributed showing a number of issues and attitudes facing young Latinos in school. Latinos and African Americans have a very high drop out rate across California, as high as 50%. It estimated that half of Latinos may never enter college.

A concern was expressed that budget cuts may be preventing some Latinos from gaining access to basic skills courses, especially English. The senate considered whether offering some classes in Spanish, especially CIS courses for computer skills, might be a good idea. Andy Fraknoi addressed the senate about ‘student clickers’ to enhance performance. Clickers give faculty feedback where normally students would not speak up. The software for the clickers is included for a very reasonable price of $18. As clickers can be used in more than one class, the $18 value can be extended even further.

Bernadine Fong addressed the senate about the upcoming tenure celebration party at Stone Brook Court http://www.stonebrookcourt.com Faculty were advised to dress in a formal manner, or in costume. The party date is June 1st at 4 p.m., and faculty are encouraged to RSVP to Annette Stenger. Bernadine Fong then spoke of the articulation issues with CSU and UC. A designation of CSUT (CSU Transfer) has been added to our course descriptions. Some CSUs have pulled out of CAN (California Articulation Network). Foothill will have through 2005-2006 to understand better how to work with CSUs and a changing system of articulation. Bernie Day is on the May 9th agenda to address the Senate on articulation issues. One articulation issue that continues to be paramount with UCs is online (and hybrid) instruction. Many courses, if taught online, cannot be transferred. Several course outlines and syllabi have been requested, though audits, by 4-year colleges and universities, and in some cases information have been inconsistent. Student learning outcomes are not always written in a consistent manner. ASSIST and OSCAR are two tools that have been introduced to help build consistent course outlines, although neither addresses student-learning outcomes directly.

Alan Harvey spoke about the Foothill and De Anza College bookstores, Alan talked about how the bookstore has been working towards better revenue and profitability, and the balance of sales between books and non-book purchases. The bookstore makes most of its profit on non-book items. Both Foothill and De Anza bookstores may be independent again. The bookstore has made a commitment to be competitive on textbook prices. Uniform book adoption within departments is always helpful. Office depot is now offering the bookstore access to its online inventory for cost-plus, a very good service. 

Elections committee - Brian Evans, Richard Morasci, and Mary Thomas will conduct the election Wednesday May 18th and Thursday May 19th. Please announce the secretary treasurer position to your colleagues. Volunteers needed for staffing the election booth.

