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Foothill College 
Accreditation 
Self-Study 
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Andrew LaManque, PhD, Accreditation Liaison Officer 

August 29, 2016 – Board of Trustees Study Session 



Accredita+on:	  Voluntary	  System	  of	  Self-‐Regula+on	  

Self-‐Study	  –	  
Ins+tu+on	  
Evaluates	  
A>ainment	  of	  
Standards	  

Peer	  Review	  
–	  Evalua+on	  
Team	  Visit	  

	  Recommenda6on	  
from	  the	  Accredi+ng	  
Commission	  for	  
Community	  and	  Junior	  
Colleges	  (ACCJC)	  
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Six-‐Year	  Cycle	  
(next	  +me	  7)	  



Purposes	  of	  Accredita+on	  

Promotes	  
Ins+tu+onal	  
Improvement	  

Cer+fies	  
Value	  and	  

Legi+macy	  of	  
Student	  
Award	  

Assures	  
Ins+tu+onal	  
Quality	  to	  
Taxpayers	  
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Source:	  	  adapted	  from	  	  
h>p://www.chea.org/	  



Accreditation Standards 
Updated June 2014 

Standard 1: Mission, Academic Quality and Institutional Effectiveness 
and Integrity 

 A. Mission 
 B. Academic Quality and Institutional Effectiveness 
 C. Institutional Integrity 

Standard 2: Student Learning Programs and Support Services 
 A. Instructional Programs 
 B. Library and Learning Support Services 
 C. Student Support Services 

Standard 3: Resources 
 A. Human Resources 
 B. Physical Resources 
 C. Technology Resources 
 D. Financial Resources 

Standard 4: Leadership and Governance 
 A. Decision-Making Roles and Processes 
 B. Chief Executive Office 
 C. Governing Board 
 D. Multi-College Districts  

Note:	  	  Self-‐Study	  now	  requires	  a	  Quality	  Focused	  Essay	  (QFE).	  
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PaRC	  

Standard	  I	  
Team	  

Standard	  II	  
Team	  

Standard	  III	  
Team	  

Standard	  IV	  
Team	  

Accredita+on	  
Steering	  

Commi>ee	  

Standard	  Assignments	  –	  Foothill	  

Academic	  and	  Classified	  Senate	  Presidents,	  	  
AOL,	  Director	  of	  Communica+ons	  

Teams	  are	  led	  by	  a	  Steering	  Commi>ee	  member.	  	  	  

About	  75	  faculty,	  staff,	  and	  administrators	  are	  serving	  on	  a	  team.	  

Note:	  	  ACCJC	  Standards	  now	  require	  responses	  related	  to	  the	  awarding	  of	  a	  Bachelor	  degree.	  
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• Teams	  review	  
evidence	  

• Fall	  Retreat	  –	  
decide	  Quality	  
Focused	  Essay	  
topics	  

Fall	  	  16	  
• First	  drab	  
• College	  
Review	  

Winter
17	  

• PaRC	  
Approval	  

• Board	  
Approval	  

Spring	  
17	  

Foothill	  College	  Accredita+on	  Timeline	  
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Spring	  2016	  -‐	  teams	  begin	  mee+ng	  

Fall	  2017	  -‐	  evalua+on	  team	  visit	  



•  Developed jointly by the De Anza and Foothill Offices of Research and Planning 
•  Shared with governance groups at both colleges 
•  Survey included:  

•  Questions pertaining to Standards I, II, III and IV  
•  Additional student questions regarding overall satisfaction 
•  Institutional Core Competencies at each college 
•  Opportunity to provide feedback on an open-ended question 

•  Emailed to students and employees via an on online link in May 2016 
•  Open for two weeks with one reminder sent after the first week 

Survey Administration 

•  Developed jointly by the De Anza and Foothill Offices of Research and Planning 
•  Developed	  jointly	  by	  Foothill	  and	  De	  Anza	  research	  offices	  
•  Shared	  with	  governance	  groups	  at	  both	  colleges	  
•  Survey	  included:	  	  

•  Ques+ons	  pertaining	  to	  Standards	  I,	  II,	  III	  and	  IV	  	  
•  Addi+onal	  student	  ques+ons	  regarding	  overall	  sa+sfac+on	  
•  Ins+tu+onal	  Core	  Competencies	  at	  each	  college	  
•  Opportunity	  to	  provide	  feedback	  on	  an	  open-‐ended	  ques+on	  

•  Emailed	  to	  students	  and	  employees	  via	  an	  on	  online	  link	  in	  May	  2016	  
•  Open	  for	  two	  weeks	  with	  one	  reminder	  sent	  aber	  the	  first	  week	  

Accredita+on	  Survey	  Administra+on	  
Spring	  2016	  



Student	  Accredita+on	  Survey	  

8	  Total	  responses	  =	  298	  



Employee	  Accredita+on	  Survey	  

9	  Total	  responses	  =	  155	  



Board	  Involvement	  in	  Self-‐Study	  Process	  

Team	  Evalua+on	  Report,	  Fall	  2011	  
“The	  team	  validated	  that	  board	  members	  were	  
appropriately	  involved	  in	  the	  current	  Self-‐Study	  and	  
accredita+on	  process.	  Board	  members	  served	  as	  
liaisons	  on	  Standard	  IV	  teams,	  received	  regular	  
reports	  from	  college	  representa+ves	  on	  accredita+on	  
prepara+ons	  and	  the	  Self-‐Study	  process,	  and	  
approved	  the	  Foothill	  Self-‐Study	  Report	  before	  its	  final	  
submission	  to	  ACCJC.”	  p.	  45	  
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