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Several elements contribute to the prevalence of fires in California. The state’s history
of fire suppression, climate and dense population all play a role.

California and its fire authori-
ties sport a long history of
supressing fires across the
state to protect residential
areas. In other words, things
that would have burned were
prevented from doing so by enti-
ties that fight fires. The sup-
pression of past wildfires has
worsened the severity of those
taking place today. The United
States Forest Service has tried
to rectify this suppression with
controlled burns.
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As noted in the New York Times piece,
“Why does California Have So Many
Wildfires,” California gets most of its
moisture in the fall and winter. Its veg-
etation then dries throughout the
summer, due to warm climates and lack
of rainfall. That vegetation then serves
as kindling for fires. Once fires do
occur, winds throughout the state,
especially in the fall, send sparks flying
through the air, causing quick spread
that is difficult to contain.
(Pierre-Louis)

The word “wildfire” inherently evokes the sense that these blazes occur naturally, as a
biproduct of the “wild.” That is a misconception. Although many California fires are still in
the process of lengthy investigations to reveal their causes, it is known that often times,
humans are responsible. 2017 Sonoma County fires can be traced back to downed power
lines. The 2018 Carr fire was the result of sparks from a blown tire. (California State-

wide Fire Statistics)
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