Ogallala Aquifer

why it matters and what you need to know

An Essential Source of
Water

The Ogallala Aquifer is a source of groundwater in the High Planes of the
United States that formed 10 million years ago from streams that were
covered by sediment over time. Today, it is the number one source of water in
the High Planes.
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Irrigation Agriculture Economy
The Ogallala aquifer is 1/5 of U.S. wheat. corn. cotton. $20 billion a year in
~_responsible for 30% of and cattle isgdirecrtly : agricultural production
irrigation in the United States. supported by the Ogallala depends on the aquifer.
aquifer.
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but very little is
recharging the
aquifer with new

170,000 wells pump from the
aquifer today.

That's about one well for
every square mile the aquifer
sits beneath.
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'“_Th‘ie. aquifer -
has dropped
an average
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of 15.8 feet
since1950
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"the Ogallala Aquifer is
being depleted at an annual
volume equivalent to 18
Colorado Rivers"

-The Scientific American-
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subsidies f&;r incentivizes reduce the
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