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Opening Remarks
by our Division Dean

For more than thirty years, with generous support from Bruce Swenson, 
former president of the FHDA Board of Trustees, the Language Arts 
Division Awards have brought together students, faculty, staff, and 
administrators from the division’s programs to celebrate our shared 
creativity, courage, and commitment as a learning community.

Instead of being based solely on grades or tests, these awards celebrate 
the words, wisdom, and actions of students -- all of whom have overcome 
enormous obstacles to achieve success in college and have reached out to 
assist and inspire others to succeed and thrive as well. You are receiving 
this award because your professors carefully selected you for praise and 
acknowledgment.



Language Arts Division 
Award Ceremony

• Ethnic Studies
• Japanese
• Spanish
• ESLL
• English
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Recognized for excellence in Ethnic Studies

Kimberley C. Martinez



Japanese 



人生って優しくなるためにあるんだと思っています。

昨日の私よりも今日の私がちょっとだけ優しい人間で

あればいいなと思いながら生きています。
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Jonah Noralahi



Spanish 



Cindy Hart

Gladys Garcia
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Recognized for excellence in Language Arts

Recognized for excellence in Language Arts



Hamid Amirazizi 
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Recognized for excellence in Language Arts



Julia Shrivastava

Shannon Bury

Recognized for excellence in Language Arts
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Recognized for excellence in Language Arts



ESLL 
English as 

Second 
Language



Viktoriya Nossova

Recognized for excellence in Language Arts

Kathleen Celis
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Recognized for excellence in Language Arts



Daria Raniushkina

Monica Murillo

Recognized for excellence in Language Arts

"So PROUD of myself!"
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Anahi Luna

Marie Moll

Socorro CastanedaP
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"There is no age limit for learning. If you have the willingness and 

the correct attitude to learn something, age becomes just a 

number."

Recognized for excellence in Language Arts

"It is an honor to have  been selected  to receive a recognition award for my accomplishments in 

NCEL 426. I’m privileged to have  been surrounded by a group of interesting  peers, from whom I 

have learned a lot. Likewise,  I would like to extend my appreciation to my dear professor Amy 

Saver who  has been instrumental in my achievements; her dedication, passion and support are 

invaluable. Amy is a   role model  Foothill College must be proud of. Last but not least,  my sincere 

appreciation to Foothill College for their commitment to  excelling in pedagogy and their tireless 

efforts to provide us  with  the best education. Thank you again for this valuable recognition."



English 
Composition, 
Literature, & 

Creative Writing



Jenny Banh

Recognized for excellence in Language Arts

Alice de Martel
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Recognized for excellence in Language Arts



Lucila Espinoza
Recognized for excellence in Language Arts

Cristian Vasquez
Even when you are at your lowest keep striving for 

greatness - Cristian V.
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Ashley Staggs

Juliana Candido Pagani

Recognized for excellence in Language Arts

"I’m very thankful for my journey at Foothill so far, 

and very excited for what’s to come. Education and 

knowledge are the most powerful weapons to 

change the world!"
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Jemarie Dumas
Recognized for excellence in Language Arts
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Orun Altintas

Thank you Professor Brian Lewis for hosting super 

engaging classes. I seriously loved attending his 

classes, and working with him in class and at the 

Writing & Language Center helped me become more 

confident about my writing.

Justin Allahyari
Keep pushing that boulder up the mountain!
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Sumaiya Rahman

I’m going to Berkeley in the fall to study English. I am 

honored to be in Professor McDonald’s class and to 

be receiving this award.

Russell Wong
"Be the person your dog thinks you are" 

-J.W. Stephens
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Diego Vasquez

Elizabeth Huertas

""That is part of the beauty of all literature. You 

discover that your longings are universal longings, 

that you're not lonely and isolated from anyone. You 

belong."

 - F. Scott Fitzgerald"

I love my Latin Literature class! I feel like I have found "my 

space". Each lesson fills me with new knowledge for which I 

am so grateful. I share everything that I am learning with my 

daughter and my friends. I am so lucky to be enrolled in this 

class, it is eye-opening and enlightening!
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Gloria Dalton-Flores

Peter Carini

"I want to thank Instructor Sperry for this award I really appreciate 

her and I'm grateful to her. I want to thank my mom for everything 

she has done for me and supporting me through my academic 

career, she always fights for me and I love her for that. I want to 

thank my sister even though sometimes we fight cuz she protected 

me when I was younger. And I wanted to thank my niece and nephew 

for bringing a smile to my face in dark days when I couldn't get out of 

bed and do school. I'm determined  to work hard and succeed in 

school and life. Thank you for this award it means so much!"

I am not too old to learn...yet.

P
rof. Isabel S
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Scholarship 
Awards 



Anne Paye
Award



Anne Paye Award
Over her long career as an English faculty member at Foothill 
College, Anne Paye evinced a profound appreciation for the novel 
use of language. This award is given to a Language Arts 
student who has demonstrated a similar love of language. The 
student’s writing may not have been perfect or free of error, 
but it showcased language in new, interesting, and/or exciting 
ways. A student might have marshalled unexpected evidence in 
support of an argument, or they may have turned a phrase so 
exactly that the reader was given pause to reflect. The 
student’s writing called attention to itself both for its precision 
and its insight.

Nominated by Prof. Stephanie Chan  



William Nguyen
Thank you!





Nancy G. Schrier
Award



Nancy Schrier Award

Nancy G. Schrier was an enthusiastic teacher at Foothill College 
for 25 years and enjoyed sharing her passion for poetry and 
fiction with students. The purpose of this fund is to provide 
annual award(s) to Foothill student(s) nominated and chosen by 
Foothill Language Arts faculty. Specifically, the award is for a 
student who has taken at least one English class in the 
current academic year and has demonstrated a passion for 
creative writing and/or poetry. Special consideration is given to 
those students who have persevered in the face of challenges to 
pursue their education. 

Nominated by Prof. Stephanie Chan 
and Prof. Kimberly Escamilla 



Ryan Young
Attending Foothill College has been one of the best decisions I 

have made for myself. The language arts department here is 

nothing short of incredible, with some of the best professors 

who truly care about my academic and personal success. 

I also want to thank Stephanie Chan for helping me find my 

strengths as a writer and my passion for creative writing, 

expression, and poetry. I hope to take the skills I have learned 

here and bring them into my future academic and career 

pursuits. 

Thank you!





G. McDowell

Special recognition for the 

Nancy G. Schrier Award in 

Language Arts at Foothill College





Jason Whitten
Award



The Jason Whitten Award

This award honors a student who has taken at 
least one English class in the current academic 
year, has persevered in the face of challenges to 
pursue their education, and who has become an 
outstanding student in English as demonstrated 
through their writing. The student should have a 
passion for reading and writing, and also be 
someone who has overcome adversity to succeed 
at Foothill.

Nominated by Prof. Kimberly Escamilla and 
Prof.  Sam Fleischer



Ioane Taloa Vete
Special recognition for the 

Jason Whitten Award in Language Arts 

at Foothill College





Lydia Calkum
Writing has never felt like my strong suit because every 

essay has felt painstakingly brutal to write. Early-

childhood abuse caused me to have a language delay 

which impacted my reading and writing. Every day, I 

overcome the challenging process of finding words that 

correctly articulate my thoughts. This scholarship means 

so much to me because having my efforts recognized in 

my most challenging subject is so inspiring. On that note, 

I would like to thank Sam Fleischer for all of the work he 

has done to help me improve my writing and gain 

confidence in my writing!





Fred H. McClure
Award



Fred H. McClure Award

This award is for non-native English speakers who have 
distinguished themselves in an ESLL or English class. This 
recognition goes to exemplary students whose work and work 
ethic demonstrated a commitment to learning and excelling. The 
students may not necessarily have been “A” students, but 
have demonstrated through class work and participation an 
above average engagement in the learning process. The award 
recognizes the student’s determination to learn and grown, 
highlighting their persistence, perseverance, and eagerness to 
reach beyond the standard outcomes of a course.

Nominated by Prof. Amy Sarver 



Maria Concepcion 
Perez Ramirez
Special recognition for the 

Fred H. McClure Award in 

Language Arts at Foothill College





Karen Rojas
Sometimes as an international student financial 

challenges can pop up and it is an honor to receive the 

Fred H. McClure Scholarship Award to help me out 

during those times. Thanks, Amy, for your positive 

personality, passion and dedication to the ESLL 226 

class. Thanks for using creative materials and fun ideas 

to encourage students like me to learn and stay 

motivated to achieve my goals.

Thanks for your support and for choosing me.  
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